Starter classes will again be held in January (or so) watch the PNS – Official site for details – PNS hopes to have one in the North of Seattle.
Whistles and Start Procedure

For those Swimmers, parents and (soon to be) Stroke and Turn Officials:  I’ve included a link to the Whistle and Start signals you hear at meets.  It may be more than you want to know but it will improve your appreciation with what goes on behind the scenes.

http://www.pns.org/officials/resources/start.html 

Mark’s Whistle (or blowing more hot air)


Dec ‘07
This week-end while working the Age-Group Champs (by the way, the ONLY SSC Official on deck….), we had some very interesting discussions during the pre-session meetings and since half the people there were Refs it was pretty entertaining.

Since Ken Breiding was Meet Ref we all assumed he would have the answers – he of course used it for a teaching session and didn’t tell us “the answer” but we all learned.

The specifics aren’t important since we really did NOT definitively determine the number of angels that can dance on the point of a needle.  What I found insightful was reinforcing the basic idea in our judging that the swimmer gets the advantage - period.

#1: While the athlete is within your “jurisdiction”:

If YOU SEE SOMETHING that from your knowledge of the rules is a disqualification, you raise your arm clearly.  Do this immediately DO NOT WAIT, if the Chief Judge or Referee decide it is not a valid disqualification – there is NO HARM, only the coach and parent in the stands worry (.

#2: Make a note on your heat sheet:

Immediately after lowering you arm, and no swimmers in your jurisdiction, indicate on your heat sheet which swimmer you had issue with and maybe a quick note to the occurrence.  Either you or the Chief Judge will then write the slip up at this time.

#3: While waiting for the review of the possible DQ, order the events in your mind: 

· What did you see?  Be specific: which hand, which turn, where were their feet, etc.

· What rule did they violate, if you are not sure of the violation, that’s okay.  Be sure of what you saw!

· “I think” or “they must have done …” are not good reasons but only what you saw is valid.

· The benefit ALWAYS goes to the swimmer, if you are not sure of what you saw – it won’t be used to justify a disqualification.  Most of the Refs and experienced Officials love to talk and during the next break discuss it.  If it’s really thought provoking, bring the point up during the next session or send an e-mail to this group – it could get “entertaining”.

· We don’t ignore an infraction but if there is doubt on WHAT WE SEE – it’s only a point of discussion NOT a DQ.

#4:  Watch carefully but do not scrutinize:

Our job is to verify ALL the athletes have a fair swim according to the rules and IS NOT to break out the time lapse photos of an athlete in our jurisdiction looking for their error (it’s gotta be there someplace)!
#5:  The Meet Ref or Deck Ref is the ultimate authority:

He or she is the Final Judge of the situation, based on what YOU report.  You are the EYES for the Referee, “keep your glasses ON”.  We don’t grade off for officials who put their arms up and then not use their observation!!!!
#6: Do watch the smiles of satisfaction on the swimmers faces when they have a good swim to remember why you are doing this!

Questions Call or e-mail:

Mark Albright m.albright@verizon.net  360-668-4126 

Bruce Olson cristall_olson@msn.com 360-668-3545 (underscore _ between names)

